Town of Laytonsville
Town Council Meeting Minutes

 
4-2-19

Meeting minutes of Town Council on 4-2-19           

As reviewed, approved, and accepted by the Town Council on May 7, 2019
There being a quorum, Mayor James Ruspi called the regular meeting of the Town Council to order at 7:32 p.m. Council Members Charles Bradsher, James O’Hair, Paul Simonetti and Tom Burke were present.  The Treasurer, Clerk and Assistant Clerk were also present as were two residents. 
Close Record on 5G Small Cell Tower Public Hearing:  Mayor Ruspi said the record on the 5G Small Cell Tower Ordinance has been open since the Public Hearing on March 19, 2019.  Mayor Ruspi asked if there were any additional comments for the record.  There being no additional comments the record was closed.

Close Record on FY 19-20 Budget Hearing:  Mayor Ruspi said the record on the FY 19-20 Budget has been open since the Public Hearing on March 19, 2019.  Mayor Ruspi asked if there were any additional comments for the record.  There being no additional comments the record was closed.

Minutes:  The minutes from the Town Council Meeting held on March 5, 2019, the minutes from the 5G Small Cell Tower Public Hearing held on March 19, 2019 and the minutes from the FY 19-20 Budget Public Hearing held on March 19, 2019 were approved as submitted.  
Treasurer’s Report:  The Treasurer reviewed the Profit and Loss Report for the month of March 2019.  Total Income for the month of March was $3,292 including $207 from the CIP.  The major source of income was $1,740 from Interest Income.  Major Expenses for the month of March were $7,046 for Legal, $8,161 for Payroll Expenses, $3,025 for Snow Removal and $3,355 for Waste Collection.  Total Expenses for the month of March were $25,959.  Total Net Income for the month of March was -$22,875.  Looking at the Balance Sheet for the month of March 2019, the fund balances for the General Fund was $1,156,244 and $173,368 for the CIP account. The total fund balance for the Town of Laytonsville for March 2019 was $2,232,666 including $903,054 from Fixed Assets.

Council Member O’Hair made a motion to approve the March Treasurer’s report subject to audit.  Council Member Burke seconded the motion.  Unanimously approved.

Committee/Board Reports

Planning Commission:  Eric Wenger, Chair, stated the Planning Commission held their first quarter meeting on March 21, 2019.  Mr. Wenger said that Pete Stadler who will be retiring from the Planning Commission was given a letter and proclamation from Mayor Ruspi recognizing his contributions and years of service to the Town.    
Old Business
Election – Candidates:  Mayor Ruspi said the election for Mayor and two Council member positions will be on Monday, May 6, 2019, from 3:00p.m. to 8:00p.m. at the Town Hall.  Mayor Ruspi announced the names of the candidates for Mayor; James Ruspi and the candidates for Town Council; Tom Burke, Amy Koval and Paul Simonetti.

MML Meeting – April 11, 6:30p.m.:  Mayor Ruspi said the Town is hosting the Maryland Municipal League Montgomery Chapter meeting on April 11, 2019.  Mayor Ruspi said it is an honor to host the meeting and asked each Council member if they are able to attend.  
Meeting with Comptroller Franchot and Senator Zucker:  Mayor Ruspi said Comptroller Franchot and Senator Zucker have asked to come to the Town Hall for lunch and to chat with the Council about Laytonsville on April 22, 2019 at 12:00p.m.  Mayor Ruspi asked each Council member if they are able to attend and to provide to the Clerk items they would like to discuss.

Parade and VIP Reception – May 18:  Mayor Ruspi said the Laytonsville Community Parade is scheduled for May 18, 2019 and spoke with the Council members about participating in the VIP Reception.
New Business
Review Comments on 5G Small Cell Ordinance:  Mayor Ruspi said each Council member received a copy of a draft ordinance prepared by the Town attorney regarding 5G small cell towers.  Mayor Ruspi explained this draft has three minor changes made in response to concerns expressed by residents during and following the public hearing.  There was discussion about the distance between towers, the placement of towers on Town right of ways and the protection of trees planted in the future.   
Vote on 5G Small Cell Ordinance #01-19: Council Member O’Hair made a motion to approve the ordinance with the language as originally written.  Council Member Burke seconded the motion.  The motion was approved with Council Members Bradsher, Burke and O’Hair in favor of the motion and Council Member Simonetti opposed.

FY 19-20 Budget:  Council Member O’Hair made a motion to approve the FY 19-20 budget.  Council Member Bradsher seconded the motion.  Unanimously approved.  
Introduce Resolution for Compensation to Employees:  Mayor Ruspi introduced the resolution for compensation to employees and said this item will be taken up at the next Town Council meeting.
Introduce Ordinance 02-19 Budget Ordinance and Ad Valorem Tax Rates:  Mayor Ruspi stated he is not recommending any tax increases.
Miller Park Bond:  Mayor Ruspi shared that the Town has received approval for a Capital Grant from the State in the amount of $15,000 for the development of Miller Park.
State Highway Meeting Results:  Mayor Ruspi introduced a letter received from the State Highway Administration.  Mayor Ruspi reviewed the contents of the letter which summarizes traffic information compiled by the State Highway Administration.     
Appoint Election Judges:  Council Member Paul Simonetti made a motion to appoint Tom Jackson, Joy Jackson, Christina Pellegrino, Jill Ruspi and Sheree Wenger as election judges.  Unanimously approved.
Residents Forum:  
Paul Simonetti of 21711 Rolling Ridge Lane commented on some of the potholes he experiences on his drive to work and that the County may have missed an opportunity to make repairs while they had the road closed recently.  Mr. Simonetti also commented on the frequency of short power outages he has experienced in the last two weeks.
Eric Wenger of 6715 Maple Knoll Drive recommended that the Town Council continue their efforts to work on the bypass despite the hurdles and roadblocks.
Jim O’Hair of 21726 Mobley Farm Drive said the broken rails on the fence on Sundown Road have been repaired.
Adjournment:  Council Member Burke made a motion to adjourn at 9:14pm.  Council Member Simonetti seconded the motion.   Unanimously approved.
Respectfully submitted,
Joy Jackson
Assistant Clerk
April 2, 2019
Trash/Recycling Update

When trash and recycling collection are scheduled on a Monday or Thursday holiday, the pick-up will occur on Tuesday or the following Monday.  The designated holidays follow the county transfer station schedule and will be as follows for 2019:
For Monday, May 27, 2019 Memorial Day – Pick up will be on 

May 28

For Thursday, July 4, 2019 Independence Day – Pick up will be on July 8

For Monday, September 2, 2019 Labor Day – Pick up will be on September 3

For Monday, November 11, 2019 Veterans Day – Pick up will be on November 12

For Thursday, November 28, 2019 Thanksgiving Day – Pick up will be on December 2

In order to be picked up, mixed paper recyclable materials must be separated from other recyclable materials.  Please do not put yard waste or mulch out for the regular trash pick-up. Yard waste should be placed in brown bags.  Place all trash and recycling materials at the curb no later than 7:00am.  

Bulk Trash Pick-Up:  A bulk trash pick-up has been scheduled for 
April 29, 2019.  Please visit the Town website for details.
ATTN HISTORIC DISTRICT RESIDENTS:  Exterior home repairs may qualify for Montgomery County tax credits.  For more information contact the Historic District Commission.
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