Town Of Laytonsville
Town Council Meeting Minutes

6-5-12


Meeting minutes of Town Council on 6-5-12           

As reviewed, approved, and accepted by the Town Council on July 3, 2012
Mayor Prats called the regular Town Council meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Council Members, Josh Pomeroy, Charles Bradsher, David Preusch and Jim Ruspi were present. The Clerk and Treasurer were present.  There were five citizens present. 
The minutes of the Town Council Meeting on May 1, 2012 were approved as submitted.    
Treasurer’s Report: The Treasurer reviewed the Profit and Loss Report for the month of May, 2012. Total income for the month was $30,397 with $28,097 coming from income taxes.  Major expenses for May, 2012 were $2,886 for Waste Collection, and $1,710 for general repairs and maintenance with total expenses being $6,807. The total General Fund net income for the month of May, 2012 was $23,590.  Looking at the Balance Sheet for the month of May, 2012 the fund balance for the general fund is $750,478; for the CIP account, the balance is $178,188.  The total fund balance for the Town of Laytonsville for May 2012 is $1,464,163.
Council Member Pomeroy moved to approve the May treasurer’s report subject to audit. Council Member Bradsher seconded the motion.  Unanimously approved.
Mayor’s Updates and Reports:  

WSSC Update:  Construction on the water tower base is complete. The top of the tank is being assembled on the ground.  The contract for the pumping station is out for bid.  Repaving is in progress on Howard Street and Montgomery Street. 
Election results: Congratulation to Council Member Charles Bradsher and Council Member Jim Ruspi on being re-elected. 

Appointments: Mayor Prats reviewed the slate of appointments for the Town for the coming year as follows:

Historic District Commission Appointments – Jill Ruspi, 




Michele Shortley, Lisa Simonetti (Alternate)


Board of Appeals Appointments – Jake Cecere, Richard Whittington


Planning Commission Appointments – Brendan Deyo, Tim Shortley- 


Legal Counsel – Stanley D. Abrams, Esq.


Engineer – Macris, Hendricks and Glascock and Robert H. Patton,   
Harris, Rust & Associates


Audit Firm – Lindsey and Associates


Clerk – Charlene Dillingham


Treasurer – Christine Wilkinson


Code Enforcement Officer – Mike Ryan


Reforestation Consultant – Benning & Associates


Town Planner – Stanley O. Benning

Mayor Prats noted that Joseph Sladki will take a break from serving on the Board of Appeals and thanked him for his years of service. 

Annual Safety Review: Mayor Prats reviewed the safety process for the Town which includes quarterly safety checks performed by the Town Council members.  Council Member Ruspi will serve as the safety inspector for July through September. 

Jones Pond: Mayor Prats noted that in a recent safety review with LGIT, the Town’s insurance provider, the suggestion was made to consider signage at Jones Pond to prohibit swimming and ice skating.  The Council had no objections. 

Second Street: Mayor Prats noted that the Laytonsville Elementary School principal is working on getting the bus stop on Second Street and Sundown Road moved to Mobley Farm Drive and Sundown Road. 

Post Office: The Post Office sorting facility was moved to Damascus on 5/19/12.  The window and post office boxes remain and the contractor is working on a long-term lease.  Mail is being delivered later to the post office boxes. Mayor Prats stated that if residents or businesses are having issues with the new mail delivery times please contact the Postmaster, Mr. Williamson, at 301-208-3701.
Parade: Mayor Prats stated that the parade was a success and thanked Charlene Dillingham coordinating this event.  He noted that prior to the parade; a reception was held in the Town Hall with the elected officials.  The reception went very well and provided an opportunity for the Council and Commission chairs to share and work on support for the Town.

Mid-County Corridor Study: A public workshop is being held on 6/6/12 with a Q&A session from different agencies.  
Work Session:  There will not be a work session on 6/19/12.
Open Issues:
New Business:
Boy Scout Brandon Galuska of Troop 1323, 643 Brass Bucket Ct., Gaithersburg, presented his proposal for an Eagle Scout project. Brandon proposes to demolish the trash burner/barbeque behind the Town Hall and replace it with a fire pit.  Brandon stated that the demolition of the existing barbeque would be done safely and the debris would be removed and taken to a safe disposal site.  He presented photos of the current barbeque.  He proposed a fire pit 3-4 feet in diameter with a stone, concrete or castle rock apron surrounding it. 

Council Member Ruspi will act as a liaison with Brandon on his project. Council Member Ruspi stated that Brandon had given a lot of thought to the project, resolved some potential issues and has the Historic District Commission’s (HDC) approval.  Brandon presented his project to the HDC in May and HDC Chair Sheree Wenger was present to state the approval to the Council. Brian Galuska, of 643 Brass Bucket Ct., was also present as Brandon’s Eagle project coach and Scoutmaster of Troop 1323. 

Brandon stated that he was seeking advice from the Council on a suitable location for the fire pit. Mayor Prats asked Council Member Pomeroy and Council Member Preusch to work with Brandon in selecting the site location.  Council Member Ruspi moved to approve demolition of the old structure, approve a budget of up to $600 and approve rehabilitation of the existing barbeque, with the final location subject to approval in July.  Council Member Pomeroy seconded the motion.  Unanimously approved.
Appointments: Council Member Pomeroy moved to approve the slate of appointments as presented. Council Member Preusch seconded the motion. Unanimously approved.

Paving:  Mayor Prats presented an estimate for paving of 1st St., 2nd St. and Sunset Dr. WSSC will pave half of the street as part of the water project.  The estimate is to pave the other half of the streets at the same time.  This will be a big cost savings to the Town. Council Member Pomeroy moved to approve the estimate from Wilson to resurface 1st St., 2nd St., and Sunset Dr. with the input from the Town engineers first  Council Member Ruspi seconded the motion. Unanimously approved.
Budget Adjustments for FY2011-2012 –Council Member Pomeroy moved to approve adjustments to the line items for the current fiscal year budget and the transfer of funds from the general funds to the Capital Improvement Budget fund to pay for paving as enumerated by the Mayor.  Council Member Preusch seconded. Unanimously approved.
Council:  
Council Member Ruspi stated that he was grateful to Town for the services of trash removal, snow removal and bulk pick up that it provides to the residents. 
Residents Forum:

Sheree Wenger, of 6715 Maple Knoll Drive. asked the Mayor to consider repaving on Maple Knoll Drive in addition to the other roads. 

Jill Ruspi, of 7111 Brink Road stated that the weeds on Brink Road across from her home were very tall, making it difficult for them to get to their mailbox.  Mayor Prats responded that the county should be maintaining that area and he would contact them to request maintenance.  Mrs. Ruspi also asked if there was a way to put a mailbox on their side of the road as other residents had done.
Frank Bennett, of 21621 Second Street stated that the sidewalks on Sundown Road were in need of repair. The nearby sugar maples trees are not good for that location and damage the sidewalks.
Adjournment:
Council member Dave Preusch moved to adjourn at 8:55 pm. Council member Josh Pomeroy seconded the motion. Unanimously approved.
Respectfully submitted,
Charlene Dillingham

Clerk

June 5, 2012
Due to a recent change at the Laytonsville Post Office, if you are having issues with the new mail delivery times please contact the Postmaster, Mr. Williamson, at 301-208-3701.
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