Town Of Laytonsville
Town Council Meeting Minutes

3-5-13

Meeting minutes of Town Council on 3-5-13           

As reviewed, approved, and accepted by the Town Council on April 9, 2013
Mayor Prats called the regular meeting of the Town Council to order at 7:30 p.m. Council members Jim Ruspi, Josh Pomeroy, and Charles Bradsher were present. The Clerk, Treasurer and Assistant Clerk were also present. Two members of Boy Scout Troop #414 and five residents attended. The minutes of the Town Council meeting on February 5, 2013 were approved as submitted.
Treasurer’s Report: The Treasurer reviewed the Profit and Loss Report for the month of February 2013. Total income for the month of February was $35,055 with $32,312 coming from Income Tax and $1,212 coming from Real Property Taxes. Major expenses for February 2013 were $1,974 for Payroll Expenses, $2,635 for Snow Removal, and $3,176 for Waste Collection. The General Net Income for the month of February was 24,680. Looking at the Balance Sheet for the month of February 2013, the fund balance for the general fund was $841,199; for the CIP account, the balance was $175,147, the Fixed Assets was $684,352. The total fund balance for the Town of Laytonsville for February 2013 was $1,700,699.
Council Member Pomeroy moved to approve the February Treasurer's report subject to audit. Council Member Bradsher seconded the motion. Unanimously approved.

Committee Reports:
Mayor’s Updates and Reports:  

WSSC Update:  Mayor Prats stated that the tower is being filled by the LDVFD pumper truck. Once that is complete settlement will be monitored.
Trash/Recycling: Mayor Prats reported that there have been two successful post Monday Holiday pick-ups. Due to some confusion on President’s Day, with the transfer station being open, trash was collected on both Monday and Tuesday. The next scheduled Tuesday pick-up for a Monday Holiday is Memorial Day. 

The Elections:  The filing period for the upcoming election opens on March 8 and closes March 22 at 1 p.m. The election is May 6. Council Member Pomeroy questioned whether an individual must be a U.S. citizen. It was reported that an individual must be a resident of the town.
Election Judges: Mayor Prats stated that Mrs. Jill Ruspi had signed up to be an election judge. Election judges are to serve from 3 to 8 p.m. on May 6. More people are needed.
Budget Hearing and LDVFD Site Plan Amendment Hearing:  Mayor Prats conveyed that State Highway Administration required the LDVFD to make a change to the curb on the site plan. This hearing concerning this change to the will take place on the same night as the Budget Hearing which is March 19 at 7:30 p.m.
Comprehensive Plan Hearing: Mayor Prats reported that the hearing for the Comprehensive Plan is scheduled for April 9 at 7:30 p.m.
Mayor Prats announced that the next Town Council meeting is scheduled for April 9.

It was noted that the safety inspection will be conducted by Council Member Preusch.
Work Session: There was no work session scheduled. 
Old Business: 

A motion was made to remove the swale issue from the table by Council Member Ruspi and seconded by Council Member Pomeroy.  It was noted that construction of the swales would be looked into. A landscaping company is working up a price to maintain the swale adjacent to Brink Road. A motion to approve the proposed price by Goshen Enterprises of $75 for maintaining the swale on Brink Road was opposed.

Paul Simonetti of 21711 Rolling Ridge questioned whether the swales are constructed correctly.  He felt that they are not adequate to maintain.  There are deep sink holes and water and trash collect in them.

It was noted that further discussion of this matter will be brought up next month. 
New Business:   
Mr. Charles Tilford from the Greater Goshen Civic Association addressed the Council regarding the Mid County Corridor Study, (M83). He stated that he would like to talk to all council members concerning the proposed road changes in the area.  He asked support from the Town of Laytonsville in taking a position against these proposed changes that have been drawn up by the county.  He felt the town would be impacted by these changes even though these proposed road changes would not go through the town.  The Mayor and Council were in agreement that a meeting with Nancy Navarro’s office is warranted and most of the recent information could be brought to the next Town Council Meeting or discussed at a future work session.
Mayor Prats asked the Council to review the budget for the fiscal year 2014 and come up with any questions they may have.  The Budget Hearing is scheduled for March 19.
Mayor Prats stated that the Town Council has to adopt a resolution to utilize a septic tier map.  Currently the entire town is shown as being tier 3 which indicates no sewer system at this time or in the future.  Mayor Prats read a resolution to adopt a growth tier map for the town which is in agreement with the requirements of Senate Bill 236.  Council Pomeroy made the motion to approve the septic tier map as presented by the Mayor. Council Member Bradsher seconded the motion. Unanimously approved.
Council:

Council Member Pomeroy reported that the paving of Rt. 108 was unacceptable and there is some spot development on the north bound lane in front of the LDVFD. Mayor Prats stated that it has not been inspected by State Highway and that he will write a letter to the contractor.
Council Member Ruspi reported that the Maryland Municipal League, (MML) meeting is scheduled for June 23 to 26. He and his wife, Jill will be attending again this year.  They have attended the last two years.  He questioned whether anyone else would be attending.
Council Member Pomeroy asked that the LDVFD will again act as an emergency service center during the impending snow in case of any power outages. Mayor Prats stated it would be set up.
Residents:  Mrs. Jill Ruspi of 7111 Brink Road questioned whether there could be a cross walk from Laytonsville Elementary School to the LDVFD because there are more people attending activities there. Mayor Prats stated that State Highway has to approve it but he said that he will try to contact them.  Discussion about the use of a crossing guard followed.  Council Member Pomeroy stated that perhaps cones put in the center of the road would help. Mayor Prats said he would talk to LDVFD about it.
Mr. Azeem of 21723 Rolling Ridge Lane addressed the council concerning snow removal.  He stated that the snow is only cleared to the circle.  Mayor Prats urged anyone who hasn’t been plowed should call the Town Hall.  Secondly, Mr. Azeen questioned who is responsible for storm water maintenance. Mayor Prats stated that the county is responsible, but residents are responsible for the maintaining the swales.  Thirdly, Mr. Azeem addressed the cost that the Home Owner’s Association is collecting from residents in Rolling Ridge and what services are provided for that cost.  He stated that repeated emails sent have not been answered.  Mayor Prats offered to get in contact with the Home Owner’s Association. Mrs. Azeem also addressed the Council concerning these matters.
Mrs. Sheree Wenger of 6715 Maple Knoll Dr. addressed the Council.  She reported that the no parking sign had been damaged by the snow plow. She also questioned the status of the sinking curbs on each corner of Maple Knoll Dr. and Rt. 108.

It was reported that a new street sign and stop sign have been put up on Howard St.

It was also noted that the Town Clerk put three solar lights in at each corner of the driveway into the Town Hall to eliminate the darkness in that area until a permanent solution is approved.
Adjournment:  Council Member Pomeroy moved to adjourn at 9:25 pm. Council member Bradsher seconded the motion. Unanimously approved.
Respectfully submitted,
Lisa Whittington
Assistant Clerk
March 5, 2013
If you are interested in being an election judge for the May 6 election, please call the Town Hall at 301-869-0042.
Trash/Recycling Update
When trash and recycling pick-up occur on Monday holidays, the following day, Tuesday, will be the designated pick-up day. The designated holidays follow the county transfer station schedule and will be as follows for 2013:

For Monday, Jan. 21, Martin Luther King, pick-up will be Jan. 22
For Monday, Feb. 18, President’s Day, pick-up will be Feb. 19
For Monday, May 27, Memorial Day, pick-up will be May 28
For Monday, Sept. 2, Labor Day, pick-up will be Sept. 3
For Monday, Nov. 11, Veterans Day, pick-up will be Nov. 12
Please continue to separate recycling materials.
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